


The Heart of the Classroom: 
A Talent Spotlight on Mrs. Kelly Gossen

At G�ACE St. �omas More, 
�indergarten and 1st grade 

teacher Mrs. �elly Gossen has 
spent the past eleven years serving 
the G�ACE community through 
a journey that re�ects both a 
lifelong passion for teaching and 
a deep commitment to Catholic 
education. For Mrs. Gossen, the 

classroom is far more than just a wor�place; it is a sacred 
space where academic growth and spiritual formation 
wal� hand in hand. She views her role as a vocation�a 
daily opportunity to mold the next generation of 
faithful leaders.

Her love for the classroom began long before her 
professional career ever o�cially started. As a child, 
she famously transformed her family basement into 
a dedicated learning space, complete with organized 
"students" and structured lessons. While other children 
were saving their allowance for toys, she was busy 
purchasing real teaching supplies, posters, and grade 
boo�s, treating her ma�e-believe lessons with the same 
meticulous care she shows her students today. One lesson 
she distinctly remembers teaching her "students" was the 
biblical story of the widow who gave her last penny to the 
church. Even then, that story re�ected the core values of 
faith, sacri�ce, and generosity that continue to guide her 
professional journey today.

For Mrs. Gossen, teaching in a Catholic school is a speci�c 
calling that integrates her professional s�ills with her 
personal beliefs. �is commitment to excellence led her to 
complete the G�ACE Master�s Path Program, a signi�cant 

milestone that deepened both her pedagogical techniques 
and her personal relationship with God. She found that 
the program didn’t just ma�e her a better instructor; it 
provided a sense of peace and purpose that she carries into 
her classroom every morning. Supported by the steady 
leadership of Dr. Tyrrell and the daily collaboration of 
dedicated colleagues li�e Mrs. �uby Hernandez, she feels 
truly empowered to lead and teach li�e Jesus.

Her connection to Catholic education is lifelong and 
deeply personal. Having attended St. John the Baptist as 
a child, she understands �rsthand the lasting impact of 
a faith-based foundation. Today, she remains an active, 
vibrant member of St. John the Baptist Parish, �eeping 
her roots �rmly planted in the community that raised 
her. As she loo�s forward to eventually sending her own 
daughter to St. �omas More, she continues to build a 
classroom environment grounded in the same foundation 
of faith that has shaped her life, educating young minds 
and shaping young hearts for the future.
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Bridging Worlds:
The Bilingual Journey at St. Thomas More
By Samatha Nachtwey, G�ACE Director of Mar�eting and Communications

At G�ACE St. �omas More, the 
halls echo with the sounds of a 

dual language future. Led by Principal 
Dr. Jamie Tyrrell, the bilingual 
program began in 2021 and now 
empowers every student from Preschool 
through 5th grade to become biliterate.

�e journey begins with a 90/10 model, where 90 
percent of the day is immersed in Spanish. As students 
grow, the balance shi�s to 60/40 in �indergarten and 
reaches a 50/50 split for grades 1 through 5. Dr. Tyrrell 
explains, "�is is not just about vocabulary; it is about 
strategic integration." Students tac�le Science in Spanish 
and Social Studies in English, mastering academic 
concepts in both languages.

Dr. Tyrrell is a �erce advocate for multilingual learners. 

By coordinating specialized coaching, she supports a 
team of educators who wor� in linguistic 

pairs from �indergarten/1st grade 
to the 4th/5th grade duo. Together, 
they ensure Spanish and English 
are woven into the �ber of the 
school’s daily life.
�is commitment extends to every 

family. Every concert, parent meeting, 
and prayer is bilingual. In December, 

the community honors Our Lady of Guadalupe, where 
students present roses to the Virgin, blending Catholic 
faith with Hispanic tradition.

Dr. Tyrrell believes being bilingual is a lifelong gi�. At 
STM, that gi� is being unwrapped every day, preparing 
students to lead, succeed, and serve in our diverse world.

Experiencing the Olympic Spirit at Our Lady of Lourdes

Although almost 4,500 miles 
separate Milan, Italy with 

DePere, the Olympic spirit was 
burning bright within Our Lady 
of Lourdes Catholic School during 
the 2026 Winter Olympics this 
February. With the celebration of 
the Olympiad within the school, 
it was obvious that both students 
and sta� ali�e enjoyed all of the 
concepts of culture, teamwor�, 
and competition found in the 
winter fun.

As each homeroom represented a di�erent country, the OLOL 
Winter Games began with their own parade of nations, promoting 
unity and cultural awareness to �ic� o� the Games. �eeping within 
the coziness of the school building, students and sta� too� part 
in their own slate of improvised STEM-generated winter "games," 
including moguls, curling, speed s�ating, and bobsledding.

Students of all ages and from all "countries" too� part in 
competitions for gold, silver, and bronze medals. On their �nal 
day, students carried �ags of their homeroom country into an 
assembly, cheered on by everyone, as everyone became a winner 
when the true spirit of the 2026 Olympics was shared.

What’s next for the students of Our Lady of Lourdes? �e 
Summer Games in 2028, of course!
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Summer is right around the 
corner. While summer is 

a time for fun and family, it is 
also important for children to 
maintain the learning and s�ills 
they developed throughout the 
school year. �esearch shows that 
children can lose one to three 
months of academic progress 
over the summer if they are not 
regularly engaged in learning.

Encouraging your child to read every day can ma�e a 
meaningful di�erence and is a simple yet e�ective way to 
prevent learning loss. �egular reading not only supports 
s�ill retention but also helps students return to school in 
the fall feeling con�dent and ready to learn. Additionally, 
reading strengthens comprehension, builds vocabulary, 
and supports focus and critical thin�ing.

KEEPING SUMMER READING ENJOYABLE
Reading at home should feel enjoyable, not like extra 

schoolwork. With a few simple strategies, families can 
help make reading a positive and engaging part of the 
summer routine.

•	 Let children choose what they read. When 
students have a choice, they are more likely 
to stay engaged. Graphic novels, joke books, 
sports stories, and magazines all support 
reading development.

•	 Talk about reading together. Ask your child 
about what they are reading. Look at pictures 
together, discuss characters, and talk about what is 
happening in the story.

•	 Include audiobooks. Audiobooks are a great 
option for travel or family time. Listening to 
audiobooks still builds valuable vocabulary and 
comprehension skills.

•	 Make it interactive. Create a simple reading 
challenge or bingo board with fun ideas such as 
reading outside, building a reading fort, or trying 
a new genre. You might even include reading a 
recipe and cooking together.

•	 Make the Bible part of your routine. Read and 
re�ect on Scripture together as a family. Sharing 
these moments helps model your values while 
strengthening both faith and connection.

By making reading a regular and enjoyable part of 
summer, you are helping your child stay engaged, 
build con�dence, and ensure a strong start to the next 
school year.

Why Summer Reading Matters
By Dr. Stephanie Shedrow, GRACE Executive Director of Learning
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